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Kathleen Ramsay

From: 'Laura Asermily' via Middlebury Energy Committee <middlebury-energy-

committee@googlegroups.com>

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 8:47 PM

To: Middlebury Energy Committee

Subject: FYI: South St. Ext. solar farm

 
 

Dear Middlebury Select Board Members - 

As I am sure you are aware Middlebury College is planning to install a 32(?) acre solar array on 

South Street Ext.  The College's continued effort to reduce dependence on fossil fuels is 

indeed laudable.  The College's 2028 energy independence goal is also laudable.  Especially as MC 

has the know-how and resources to do make all of this happen. In the future I hope it's possible 

for the Town of Middlebury to follow a similar path to energy independence. 

  

There is, however, another issue at play... the issue of placement of alternative energy sources 

so as not to obscure and obstruct the bucolic views Middlebury offers.  To place 

alternative energy sources in as unobtrusive locations as possible.  In places that do not affect 

property values.  In places that do not affect quintessential Vermont views.   

 

This is not about NIMBY.  This is about what is best forALL Middlebury residents.   

 

In my mind Middlebury College's plan to establish a solar farm on their property along South 

Street Ext. needs serious rethinking.  If any of you have walked, biked, driven, this roadway you 

will know its beauty.  If you attended any of the Conservation Commission's Community Values 

Mapping sessions you would know this stretch of roadway is highly valued.  For views of the 

Adirondacks and the Taconic Mountains. For wildlife habitat and wildlife corridors.  For walking, 

snowshoeing, cross-country skiing.  

 

All of this being said I am distressed by the fact that no member of Middlebury's Planning 

Commission was present at this meeting.  I am distressed by the fact that no member of the 

Conservation Commission, besides me, was present at this meeting.  I am most distressed and 

discouraged by the fact that no member of the Middlebury Select Board was present at this 

meeting.  I will be sharing this with John Flowers in our follow-up discussion. 

 

Meanwhile - does the absence of town officials mean the Town of Middlebury gives the college 

"carte blanche"?   Does it mean the Town of Middlebury listens only to the needs and desires of 

the college because in the end they hold the purse strings? Or, is the town and its elected 

officials willing to stand up (or sit down) and listen to the needs of its constituents? 
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As you might expect I am passing this along to those most vested in preserving the bucolic 

views along South Street Ext. 

Thank you for considering. 

Sincerely, Judy Wiger-Grohs 

 
 
--  

"We shall have no better conditions in the future if we are satisfied with all those which we have at 

present."   Thomas Edison 

 
 

--  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Middlebury Energy Committee" 
group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to middlebury-energy-
committee+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/middlebury-energy-
committee/388402885.3555512.1572310038750%40mail.yahoo.com. 


